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INTRAW 

Fostering international cooperation on raw materials  

 

As part of the European Commission’s Horizon 2020 Programme for Research & Innovation (R&I), the 36-months 

project INTRAW, which started in February 2015, aims to map best practices and develop new cooperation opportunities 

related to raw materials between the EU and technologically advanced countries (Australia, Canada, Japan, South Africa and 

the United States) in response to similar global challenges. The European Federation of Geologists (EFG) is the coordinator of 

a consortium of 15 partners from different countries including Australia, the United States and South Africa. Most of EFG’s 

members are also part of the consortium as EFG third parties. The outcome of the mapping and knowledge transfer activities 

to be conducted in the first two years of the project will be used as a baseline to set up and launch the European Union’s 

International Observatory for Raw Materials as a permanent raw materials knowledge management body. 

  

Highlights for this reporting period:  

http://intraw.eu/


 

 During this reporting period, the experts appointed to the three INTRAW Panels on “Research & Innovation”, 

“Education & Outreach” and “Industry & Trade” gathered in Bled (Slovenia) on 15 and 16 September 2015 to 

provide their views on international raw materials policies and the key factors that are most influential in 

developing and sustaining successful raw materials sectors (see press release for more information). 

 The INTRAW repository (and its database process manual) were completed and submitted (as deliverables) on 

time to the European Commission. The repository consists of a database of documents used and generated by the 

project, searchable by a variety of metadata elements as well as by free text from document abstracts or executive 

summaries. The repository is designed to operate online as a self-contained unit that is already accessible through 

the INTRAW website, and is now being populated. 

More information: 

Press-release 

Brochure  
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KINDRA 

Knowledge Inventory for hydrogeology research  

 

Groundwater and hydrogeology-related research activities cover a wide spectrum of research areas at EU and national levels. 

However, groundwater issues are quite often either ignored or considered only in insufficient detail and separated from the 

associated surface water bodies, despite groundwater’s critical importance as renewable, high-quality, naturally protected (but still 

vulnerable) resource that has significant impacts on both surface water bodies and ecosystems. The EU-funded KINDRA project 

(Knowledge Inventory for hydrogeology research, Grant Agreement No. 642047) seeks to take stock of our current knowledge of 

hydrogeology through an inventory of research results, activities, projects and programmes. 

  

Highlights for this reporting period:  

 Lillafüred consortium meeting, 30 June - 1 July 2015. 

 AQUA2015, 42nd IAH congress, Rome, Italy, 13-18 September 2015. The KINDRA project was presented on 17 

September 2015 as part of a side event dedicated to H2020 Water Projects. 

 Deliverables: 

DELIVERABLE D1.3 EIGR (EUROPEAN INVENTORY FOR GROUNDWATER RESEARCH) GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

This report describes the structure of the European Inventory of Groundwater Research (EIGR), the tool that allows the application 

of the Harmonised Terminology and Methodology for Classification and Reporting of Hydrogeology related research in Europe 

(HRC-SYS) previously elaborated during the KINDRA project (see D1.2, http://www.kindraproject.eu/results). The report is 

intended as a methodological guidance document for EIGR users. The conceptual approach behind the EIGR, how it relates to 

http://intraw.eu/intraw-joint-panels-of-experts-workshop/
http://eurogeologists.de/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/INTRAW_press_release.pdf
http://eurogeologists.de/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/INTRAW_leaflet_members.pdf
http://intraw.eu/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/intraw-project
http://www.twitter.com/intrawproject
http://www.facebook.com/intrawproject
http://www.kindraproject.eu/results
http://intraw.eu/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/intraw-project
http://www.twitter.com/intrawproject
http://www.facebook.com/intrawproject


 

HRC-SYS (D1.2) and the technical guidance on how to insert information in the EIGR (D1.5) are described. 

The EIGR is intended to be used in three different ways: i) preliminary, for insertion of information pertaining to groundwater 

research and other available knowledge by the National Experts of the European Federation of Geologists (EFG); ii) for consultation 

during and after the project by people and organizations dealing with groundwater research, but also possibly by non experts; iii) 

for analysing collected and stored information to identify trends, challenges and gaps, by the KINDRA partners. In addition, the 

EIGR is intended to be used also after the project end. 

The EIGR will not contain data itself, but rather metadata referring and providing links to research that has been performed in 

Europe since 2000, and at the same time allowing their classification under the uniform proposed HRC-SYS. The EIGR allows for 

the insertion of different information products. In the process of inserting information in the EIGR users are guided to classify the 

uploaded information and distinguish between ‘research’ and ‘knowledge’ according to four different classes of “knowledge” and 

“research” identified by the level of the performed quality assurance the uploaded work has received. 

The EIGR described here is an alpha version, which will be tested and checked during the trial phase by the help of National 

Experts designated by the National Members of EFG. A final version will be released after appropriated tests at a later stage of the 

project. 

  

DELIVERABLE D1.5 EUROPEAN INVENTORY OF GROUNDWATER RESEARCH: EIGR DEMO VERSION 

This document presents the KINDRA project EIGR Online Data Catalogue Demo Version: 

http://kindra.kindraproject.eu:8080/geonetwork/srv/eng/main.home 

It incorporates background information on its development, design, structure and technical aspects of the “Alpha” version of the 

EIGR (European Inventory of Groundwater Research).  

 KINDRA workshop: "State of the knowledge for hydrogeology research in Europe”: A stakeholder workshop 

is organised by the European Federation of Geologists (EFG) and Sapienza University on behalf of the KINDRA project 

consortium on 24 and 25 November 2015 in Brussels. The workshop will last for 2 days. The first day will be an open 

session with introduction to the “state of the knowledge for hydrogeology research in Europe”, including presentations 

from the relevant European water policy and H2020 activities. The audience for the first day is open to hydrogeologists, 

companies and associations related to groundwater in Europe. The second day will focus on the training of national 

experts (delegates from the EFG KINDRA Third Parties) who will actively take part in the KINDRA activity “Data 

collection and processing”. The day will be divided in two main sessions: Harmonised Research Classification System 

(HRC-SYS) and European Inventory of Groundwater Research (EIGR) that will help demonstrating the large variation 

and importance of different groundwater research areas. Finally, the Third Parties Experts will have a practical training 

session to learn and demonstrate the classification system. 

More information: 

The project brochure is available at http://www.kindraproject.eu/brochures/  
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MINATURA2020 

Mineral Deposits of Public Importance  

 

MINATURA2020 was launched in February 2015 as a response to social needs to safeguard mineral deposits of public 

importance for the future. The overall objective of this three-year project is to develop a concept and methodology for the 

definition and subsequent protection of “Mineral Deposits of Public Importance” (MDoPI) in order to ensure their best use in the 

future with a view to being included in a harmonised European regulatory, guidance or policy framework. Providing a policy-

planning framework that comprises the sustainability principle for mineral exploitation, as it exists for other resource/land use 

sectors, is thus the key driving force behind MINATURA2020. 

EFG is involved in the establishment of the Council of Stakeholders and leads the Work Package on Dissemination. 

  

Highlights for this reporting period:  

 Wageningen workshops on land use assessment 

In the framework of Work Package 1 on land use assessment, two workshops were held in autumn in Wageningen (The 

Netherlands) with the aim of tagging potential mineral extraction areas for a selection of important minerals and identifying the 

extent and/or significance of competition with other land uses. Both workshops were organised by project partner Alterra, 

Wageningen University and Research Centre, from 29 September till 1 October and from 3 to 5 November 2015 and gathered 

MINATURA2020 project partners from the different case study regions. The first workshop session was attended by partners from 

case study regions in Hungary, Slovenia, Sweden and the United Kingdom. Potential suitable areas for mining activities and zones 

of conflict were identified using the mapping tool QUICKScan (http://www.quickscan.pro/), a software that is applied in group 

processes with policy makers and experts to develop and explore potential policy options and assess likely impacts of those options 

through data integration. The second workshop session included the case study areas of Emilia-Romagna in Italy, Dolnośląskie 

Province in Poland, Serras d'Aire e Candeeiros in Portugal and the Irish and Celtic Sea (UK and Irish waters). The maps, 

combinational rules and discussions will be published in Deliverables 1.2 and 1.3 at the end of 2015 or the beginning of 2016.  

 Lisbon stakeholder workshop 

From 24 to 26 October 2015 a MINATURA2020 workshop was held in Lisbon, Portugal, with the aim of informing Portuguese 

stakeholders on the project scope and facilitating discussions on experiences in land use planning and mining in Portugal between 

stakeholders, members of the MINATURA2020 Advisory Board and consortium partners. 

In the first workshop session the project coordinator gave an overall presentation explaining the background and aims of 

MINATURA2020 and the current state of the project activities. Portuguese representatives provided examples on land use 

management in Portugal and on how geological knowledge is integrated in land use planning in order to ensure the access to 

mineral resources. A presentation about land use planning inside a Portuguese natural park situated in a Natura2000 classified area 

illustrated very well how environmental, social and economic issues can be balanced, creating win-win solutions for all stakeholders 

involved. 

On 25 October the methodological approach of MINATURA2020 and the role of stakeholders were highlighted. Participants agreed 

that compatibility matrices with different land uses are a good starting point and that it is essential to use a wide approach on the 

definition of Mineral Deposits of Public Importance (MDoPI) in order to accommodate demand changes driven by technological 

advances. 

Participants concluded:  

1. That a policy framework and a mineral knowledge base are critical pillars to ensure access to Mineral Deposits of Public 

Importance; 

http://minatura.eu/project-objectives
http://www.quickscan.pro/


 

2. The use of compatibility matrices for different land uses is a proper tool to develop a pan-European approach; 

3. The involvement of local stakeholders is paramount because local planning is made at local level. 

The workshop ended on 26 October with a field trip to a Natura2000 area where dimension stone quarries are in operation thanks 

to a good balance between exploitation and restoration activities, ensuring the protection of the natural ecosystems, the best use 

of natural resources and local social and economic development. 

 The first project press release has been translated to 17 European languages and is available on the project website 

at http://minatura2020.eu/project-publications/.. 

 The next progress meeting of the consortium will be held in Budapest from 16 to 19 November.  
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¡VAMOS! 

Viable Alternative Mine Operating System 

  

 

The aim of the EU-funded ¡VAMOS! (Viable Alternative Mine Operating System) project is to design and build a robotic, 

underwater mining prototype with associated launch and recovery equipment, which will be used to perform field tests at four EU 

mine sites. EFG supports the project through stakeholder engagement and dissemination activities. 

  

Highlights for this reporting period:  

 The project consortium passed a major milestone in September 2015 with the successful delivery of conceptual design 

plans of the prototype and all associated equipment. 

 In week 40 the design team of the project visited two of the four locations where the ¡VAMOS! system is foreseen to be 

tested. During the visit the current design was explained to the mine site owners, and the first preparations were made 

in order to set up a field test plan. Possible issues related to infrastructure, climate, social acceptance, safety and 

environment were discussed. 
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